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the dermoid cysts of the face entirely develop and are completely closed dur¬ 
ing intra-uterine life, and can receive the microbe which they contain only 
through the medium of the vascular system. Third, the presence of microbes 
in such cysts failing to manifest itself by any subjective symptoms furnishes 
a new example of what Verneuil has described under the name of latent 
microbism. _ 

CEsophagotomy and Pleural Section for Foreign Bodies. 

Dr. George Fischer reports the following case (Deutsche ZciUchrtft fur 
Chirurgie, December, 1888): 

A forester, aged fifty, who had been affected with chronic laryngeal catarrh 
for over ten years, swallowed a fragment of bone while at supper. His own 
efforts to remove the bone were futile. He immediately sought medical 
advice, and the physician passed a sound with a sponge point, but failed to 
discover any foreign body, even with the aid of the laryngoscope. The 
symptoms of choking, however, soon disappeared, and the patient returned 
home. Three weeks later pain in the throat and difficulty in swallowing 
were complained of, and at the same time the patient was annoyed by most 
offensive sputa. Upon examination a slight swelling was observed at the 
back of the pharynx. An incision was made in the swelling but no pus 
found. The copious discharge continued, and was extremely offensive. The 
case was diagnosticated as perforation of the cesophagus by a foreign body, 
together with retro-oesophageal abscess. 

CEsophagotomy was performed soon after; the tissues were found dense 
and the lymphatics enlarged, but there was no point of ulceration. Great 
difficulty was experienced in finding the oesophagus. Alter cutting through 
the omohyoid muscle the operation had to be continued with great care, and 
even though the operator had reached so far that he could plainly feel the 
spinal column through the opening of the wound, yet he was unable to locate 
the oesophagus until a large ball-pointed sound had been introduced. The 
oesophagus was then opened and a large drain tube (unperforated) was 
inserted into the opening, and through this milk was poured into the stomach. 
The whole wound was then packed with iodoform gauze and over this a wad 
of iodoform dressing. The drainage tube was left protruding from the dress¬ 
ing. During the operation no foreign body was found. For three weeks 
following the patient had no symptoms of fever. Although the wound healed 
well, and in spite of the absence of fever, the patient’s strength gradually 
decreased, and the copious discharge of offensive sputa grew no less. 

After the third week fever set in, the patient was troubled with cough, and 
complained of a pain in the back; a slight rale could be heard in the back 
over the lower extremity of the right lung. Percussion was painful, yet no 
dulness, bronchial breathing, or pleuritic murmur could be found. Three 
days later an opening was made in the pleural cavity, and a small piece of 
rib was resected; a large amount of horribly fetid and greenish-yellow pus 
was discharged, a drainage tube inserted, and the wound treated anti- 
septically. The patient died on the day following. 

In the autopsy the wound of the oesophagus was found to be almost entirely 
healed; the right lung greatly adherent; a putrid, fibrous deposit covered 
the lower lobe. In this was a cavity of about two inches in diameter which 
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was filled with offensive pus. The left lung was free and slightly (edema¬ 
tous; no foreign body was found in either lungs or oesophagus. 

The author’s conclusion was as follows: A septic process had proceeded in 
two directions. First, it s owtd itself as septic phlegmon of the throat; 
secondly, a putrid bronchitis with subsequent gangrene of the lungs. He 
claims that the septic condition of the throat was cured by the operation of 
oesophagotomy. In conclusion, the operator gives a table of oesophagotomies 
performed for the removal of foreign bodies. One hundred and twenty have 
been recorded, eighty-seven of which resulted in recovery and thirty-three in 
death. This shows a mortality of neat ly twenty per cent. 

Laparotomy for the Extraction of a Foreign Body from the 
Peritoneal Cavity. 

Le Dentu reports (Le Progria Medical, January 12, 1889) a case in which 
a wooden spoon having been swallowed, the stomach was perforated, and the 
spoon passed into the peritoneal cavity in from twelve to fifteen hours after 
the accident. The perforation occurred on the level of the greater curvature, 
and the foreign body escaped between the two anterior layers of the epiploon. 
It was thought that this explained the rapid cicatrization which prevented 
the subsequent passage of the contents of the stomach into the peritoneal 
cavity. The operation showed that no peritonitis had been developed. Either 
the stomach did not contain any | athogenic germs, or the foreign body freed 
itself during its passage from those which it brought with it. A gastrotomy 
was first performed, as nothing in the history of similar accidents led to the 
suspicion that perforation of the stomach could possibly take place in so few 
hours. In the absence of symptoms indicating the presence of the foreign 
body elsewhere, it was logical to seek it in the stomach at first. The result 
was exeellent. 


Hepatic Surgery. 

Mr. Knowsley Thornton reports (British Medical Journal, Jan. 5, 1889) 
six additional successful cases of operations on the liver and gall-bladder. 
In three of these there had been previous perforation of the gall-bladder and 
the formation of abscess; one was a case of hepatotomy for hydatids; in 
another there was impaction of a stone at the junction of the cystic with the 
common duct; one was a cholecystectomy following a fruitless attempt to 
dislodge impacted stones in the ductus choledoehus; all recovered. 

In the Berliner klinische 1 Vochenschrift of January 28,1889, Ur. W. KoRTE 
begins an elaborate review of the literature of the surgical treatment of dis¬ 
eases of the gall-bladder, taking up the various reported cases and considering 
the indications for operating, the methods employed, and the results. The 
paper is not concluded in this number. 

Mucous Cyst of the Spleen. 

Mr. J. F. Haswell reports ( Liverpool Medico- Chirurgical Journal, January, 
1889) the case of a patient who died of cancer of the pylorus, and in whom 
at the autopsy an interesting condition was observed. 

A fulness of the left hypochondrium had been noticed for some time pre¬ 
vious to death, and gave on palpation the sense of fluctuation in a smooth- 



